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SCRABBLE fans will appreciate this new way to play their favorite game, especially when there's

nobody else around to compete against. Each Missing Link puzzle shows a SCRABBLE game in

progress from the player's point of view, and asks the solver to use all the letters in the rack to link

small words together to make longer ones, finding the unique solution.
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These puzzles begin with an 8x8 board that looks pretty filled in already. Your seemingly impossible

task is to add the 15 tiles shown so as to form common words. By "common" the author seems to

mean fairly well known words that you are likely to find in any serious dictionary, rather than just

everyday words. In some cases, the solution cannot be achieved by a sequence of legal plays, but I

doubt that that will bother you very much.Of particular note is the final page of the book, a list of the

2- and 3-letter words the author admits into his solutions. My list might well have been a bit longer

(didn't we celebrate PI day last week? -- PI is not on his list, even though it is the world's most

famous ratio). Nonetheless, his list is eminently sensible. By contrast, the equivalent list from the

Official Scrabble Players Dictionary would be about 50% longer, with the extra material mostly

unsuited to word games for people. A list such as is found in this book would be an excellent

starting point for playing Scrabble according to the popular, classic rules.
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